
Good Reason to have Silky Terrier female  “SPAYED” 

We have all heard of breast cancer in women. With approximately one woman in eight or nine falling victim to this 
form of cancer, there are awareness campaigns from numerous health care agencies and research continues. What 
many pet owners do not know is that the incidence of mammary tumor development in the dog is higher yet with 
one in four unspayed female dogs affected.  This is a huge incidence yet awareness among owners of female dogs is 
lacking.  

PROTECTION FROM SPAYING 

A female puppy spayed before her first heat cycle can expect never to develop a mammary tumor of any kind. The 
incidence of tumor development in this group is nearly zero. 

If she is allowed to experience one heat cycle before spaying, the incidence rises to 7% (still quite low). 

If she is allowed to experience more than one heat cycle, the risk is driven up to one in four. 

• Since most female dogs, come into heat the first time before age one year and breeding an immature 
female dog is not recommended, this means one must generally choose between a litter of puppies or 
mammary cancer prevention. 
   

• Because mammary tumors are promoted by female hormones, spaying at any age is helpful in tumor 
prevention. Just because a female dog is in the high risk group, that does not mean it is too late to 
reap benefit from spaying.  

 


